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10" Annual Focus on Farming Conference

Back to Our Roots
November 21, 2013
Comcast Arena, Everett, WA

We celebrated our 10th annual Focus on Farming conference on November 21, 2013 at Comcast Arena in Everett. The
morning began with Snohomish, King, and Pierce County elected officials proclaiming the need to work together as a
region to increase the visibility and economic viability of agriculture in the Puget Sound Region.

A very special thank you to our wonderful sponsors: Snohomish Conservation District, Pierce County, King County,
Washington Sustainable Food and Farming Network Whole Foods Market, Dear Grove, Snoqualmie Ice Cream, Flower
World, WSU Snohomish County Extension, SAGE, and James Clark Design. We couldn’t put this conference on without
your tremendous support of local agriculture.

Keynote Speakers

Morning keynote speaker, Will Allen, shared his success with urban farming, aquaponics, vermiculture, job training,
composting, and providing fresh local food in a food desert. Attendees got a rare opportunity to not only hear his
keynote address but were able to participate in a full day of workshops taught by Allen.

Lunchtime keynote speaker Rod Brooks, marketing vice president at PEMCO Insurance Company, shared the key to
creating a successful ad campaign on listening to your customers. PEMCO is well known for its “we’re a lot like you, a
little different” profiles. The highlight of his keynote address was the Brooks’ creation of our very own “Northwest
Family Farmer” profile. Look for it to appear soon.

Sessions
The conference offered 24 great workshop classes in six industry tracks, presented by some of the top experts in the
country (see program next page).

Trade Show
In addition to excellent keynote speakers and educational workshops, attendees got to experience a 17,000-square-foot
trade show featuring everything from new tractors and irrigation equipment to greenhouses and new gardening tools.
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John Lovick, Snhohomish County Executive

Thank you for joining us today for our 10th annual Focus on Farming conference. This
year, we’re going “back to our roots” as we celebrate our agricultural history and look
forward to its future in Snohomish County.

Today, you’ll get a chance to hear from some of the brightest minds in agriculture and
learn new, innovative ways to keep farming successful and relevant. With 24 workshop
classes to choose from in six industry tracks, you’re sure to find the inspiration you
need.

Some of you may be here just for the food, which is completely understandable. This
year we're featuring locally and nationally celebrated chefs - including Russell Lowell
and Kaspar Donier - preparing gourmet dishes using locally grown ingredients.

We’'re incredibly lucky this year to feature keynote speaker Will Allen, founder and
CEO of Growing Power. Will is known around the world for promoting the belief that
everyone, regardless of economic circumstance, should have access to affordable,
nutritious food, and for training community members to become community farmers.

We’ll also hear from lunch keynote speaker Rod Brooks, PEMCO chief marketing
officer and creator of the now-famous “We’re just like you: A little different” advertis-
ing campaign. He’s working on a new profile of the “northwest family farmer,” and he
wants your input. He’ll also talk about how you can add value to your farming prod-
ucts by telling your unique story.

We hope you find this year’s event valuable, and look forward to supporting your
agricultural needs in the future.

Linda Neunzig, (Emcee)

Linda Neunzig is the owner of Ninety Farms, a 50-acre sustainable farm in Arlington
Washington. There she raises all natural grass-fed USDA beef and Katahdin lamb for
Seattle area restaurants and local farmers markets. Linda has attended “Terra Madre”
in Turin, Italy three times as a US delegate for Slow Food USA. Linda was also one of
five farmers chosen from across the United States to represent the American Farmer
at the New York City Meals On Wheels benefit in July of 2008 and was featured in
Gourmet Magazine as one of the producers. In 2008 Linda was awarded the “Women
Who Inspire” award by the National Women’s Chef and Restaurateurs Association.
Farming is not Linda’s only profession; she is also the Agriculture Project Coordinator
for Snohomish County. There she is a part of the county’s Economic Development
team providing assistance to farmers as well as leading the Snohomish County Focus
on Farming conference, the Agriculture Sustainability project, the counties centenni-
al farms project, a first ever Western Washington wine competition at the Evergreen
State Fair, leading the creation of a year-round farmers market as well as many other
agriculture-related projects.
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7:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

8:05 a.m.

8:20 a.m.

8:30 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
& 11:30 a.m.

12:30 a.m.
1:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m.

3:00 p.m.
& 4:00 p.m.

5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Registration / Check-in

Welcome
Linda Neunzig, Snohomish County
Agriculture Coordinator/Conference Chair

Opening Remarks

John Lovick, Snohomish County Executive
Fred Jarrett, King County Deputy Executive
Pat McCarthy, Pierce County Executive

USDA Farm Bill Update
Jay Tomkus on behalf of
Congresswoman Susan DelBene

Keynote Speakers
Will Allen, Urban Agriculture -
A New Industry

Trade Show

Breakout Sessions in the following tracks:

--Business of Farming

--Extending Your Season and Market
--Growing Power

--Hot Topics

--Livestock

--Nursery and Greenhouse

Trade Show

Lunch (prepared by local chefs using Northwest products)
Keynote Speaker

Rod Brooks, “Today’s Marketing-

It All Starts With A Story!”

Lunchtime Speakers

Ryan Holterhoff and Kara Rowe,
“Food is What Washington Grown
is all About”

Trade Show

Breakout Sessions in the following tracks:

--Business of Farming

--Extending Your Season and Market
--Growing Power

--Hot Topics

--Livestock

--Nursery and Greenhouse

“A Local Taste,” Trade Show

Conference Concludes
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Feed the soil and
let the soil feed the plant

Available in bag and bulk!

Cedar Grove Compost
is made from locally
recycled garden prunings,
food products, and yard
trimmings




THE WASHINGTON SUSTAINABLE FOOD & FARMING NETWORK

Educate - Organize *Advocate

" .-

Farmers: Help us Help You!

What do we do? We....

# Educate about local food and farming systems.

# Organize consumers, farmers and businesses that care about food and farms.

#* Advocate in Olympia and DC for policies and programs that strengthen local food systems.

Please join us!
Every new voice makes a difference in growing the local food movement.




Keynote Speakers
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Will Allen

Will is an urban farmer who is transforming the cultivation, production and
delivery of healthy foods to under served urban populations. As the son of a
sharecropper, former professional basketball player, ex-corporate sales leader
and long time farmer, he is recognized as a national leader in urban agriculture
and food policy. After a brief career in professional basketball and a number
of years in corporate marketing at Procter & Gamble, Will Allen returned to his
roots as a farmer, using his retirement package to purchase a plot of inner city
land with greenhouses, where he established and functions as the CEO of the
country’s preeminent urban farm and non-profit organization, Growing Power.

At Growing Power and in community food projects across the nation and
around the world, Allen promotes the belief that all people, regardless of

! their economic circumstances, should have access to fresh, safe, affordable
and nutritious foods at all times. Using methods he has developed over a lifetime, Allen trains community
members to become community farmers, assuring them a secure source of good food without regard to
political or economic forces.

In 2008, Allen was named a John D. and Katherine T. MacArthur Foundation Fellow “genius grant,” only
the second farmer ever to be so honored. He is also a member of the Clinton Global Initiative, and in
February 2010, he was invited to the White House to join First Lady Michelle Obama in launching “Let’s
Move!” — her signature leadership program to reverse the epidemic of childhood obesity in America. In
May 2010, Time magazine named Will one of Time 100 World’s Most Influential People. In 2011, Allen was
named one of the World’s Most Powerful Foodies by Michael Pollan and Forbes Magazine in its World
Power Issue and received the NEA Security Benefit Corporation Award for Outstanding Service to Public
Education in 2012 for his work with children, teachers and schools.

Rod Brooks

Rod is the V.P. and Chief Marketing Officer for PEMCO Mutual Insurance
Company. “Northwest Marketing Guy.” As the PEMCO campaign
suggests, he’s a lot like you. And perhaps... A little different as well.

Like many of us, Rod grew up right here in Snohomish County (Lake
Stevens) where his parents and relatives raised and grew much of their
own food, owned and managed commercial berry farms, and labored
in gardens and orchards that sent crops of fruit and vegetables to local
markets and canneries.

After high school, Rod attended Washington State University and
became a member of the Alpha Gamma Rho - a fraternity whose mission
is to make better men and through them a better agriculture. Perhaps it was today’s session that Rod was
being prepared for.

In 1999, Rod took the marketing helm at PEMCO Mutual Insurance Company. With the role came the
opportunity to help transform an analytical and operations-based organization - with a predominantly
commoditized product - into a dynamic and market-driven organization. Now, 14 years after joining the
company, Rod calls the insurance business one of the biggest marketing challenges he’s faced, and he
views PEMCO’s current campaign as one of his most rewarding.

Rod has served in numerous volunteer leadership capacities and is especially proud of his long standing
service to Washington DECA. His service and contributions were recognized in 2009 when he was pre-
sented the Washington DECA Award of Merit - the organizations highest recognition for volunteer service.
In 2012, Rod was presented the Communication and Leadership Award by Toastmasters International.




Speakers
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Amy Allison
Attorney with Anderson Hunter
Law Firm

Carlos O. Avena

Quality Assurance Manager at
Willie Green’s Farm

Honorary Member of the Mexican
NAPPO Team

Patrice Barrentine
Adyvisor to the Washington State
Farmers Market Association
Board, and serves on the Preser-
vation and Development Author-
ity Council for Pike Place Market

Dorie Belisle

Dorie and her husband John
founded BelleWood Acres,
members of Whatcom Farm
Friends and on the Board of the
Nooksack Salmon Enhancement
Association.

Neil Bell

Community Horticulturist for the
OSU Extension Service in Marion
and Polk Counties, in Oregon.

Barry Bettinger
Co- founded Snoqualmie Ice
Cream in Maltby,

Chris Benedict

Regional Agriculture Specialist
for Washington State University,
Extension, Whatcom County

Chip Brown
General Manager of Willie
Green’s Farm, Monroe, WA

Andrew Dykstra

Partner of Feed Your Farm

Marianne Elliott

Plant Pathologist at the Wash-
ington State University (WSU)
Puyallup Research and Extension
Center

Brad Gaolach, Ph.D.
Washington State University
Extension Community
Sustainability Specialist

Paul Gleason

Resource Conservationist and
Farm Planner with the USDA-
NRCS in Shohomish County

Chris Guntermann
Sales Represenative working
with Horticultural Services, Inc.

Tim Hohn

Chair of the Edmonds
Community College Horticulture
Department

Ryan Holterhoff

Director of Marketing & Industry
Affairs, Washington State Potato
Commission

Susan Kerr

WSU Northwest Regional
Livestock and Dairy Extension
Specialist

Gayle Larson

Certified Professional
Horticulturist, Educator at
Edmonds Community College
and WSU Kitsap Extension
Master Gardener Volunteer

Craig Mayberry
Heritage Lane Farms in Lynden.
WA

Carol Miles, Ph.D.

Associate Professor in the
Department of Horticulture at
Washington State University

Jeff Miller

Founder of Willie Green’s
Organic Farm, Monroe, WA

Linda Miller-Baldwin
State of Washington Taxpayer
Information and Education
Section

Jason Niebler
Director and Founder of Sustain-
able Agriculture Education

Sarah Richards
Lavender Wind Farm, Whidbey
Island, WA

Kara Rowe
Washington Association of
Wheat Growers Director of
Affairs & Outreach

Susan Soltes

Founder of Bow Hill Blueberries
and Manager/Marketer of the
North Sound Food Hub

Grace Sparks, Ph.D.

Seattle Central Community
College Biology Department

Claus Svendsen, Ph.D.
Chair of the Skagit Valley
College Environmental
Conservation Department
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Nutrition tOday', For potato recipes and educational
Good health tomorrow.fi | materials, visit www.potatoes.com.

Washington is home to the most productive potato

eldsintheworld and the potato industry in Washington
is powering the economy to the tune of $4.6 billion in
annual revenue. This industry also has a tremendous

POTATOES PER SERVING:

110 0o  620m V'Tg’”“

impact on our local communities by helping to improve CALORES TOTALFAT POTASSIUM

the things we all use like our roads, schools and public & SODIUM

services. It doesnt stop there, the potato industry is

responsible for 23,500 jobs across the state. ’ (509) 765-8845 | www.potatoes.com

Washington

TRACTOR ag,

TO BETTER SERVE YOU.

Washington Tractor is now the proud owner of three new locations that were recently
acquired from Barnett Implement. As a family-run business, we value the community
and are committed to every customer that walks through our door. The 78 dedicated
employees of Barnett Implement will continue to provide you with outstanding
customer service and equipment for all your John Deere needs.

Visit our 3 new locations in Mount Vernon, Snohomish and Yakima!

Thank you to Jerry and Bill Rindal for your hard work and dedication to the
community for so many years!

JOHN DEERE
www.sagecenter.org




FOF Committee & Tradeshow Vendors

Conference Chair:

* Linda Neunzig
Agriculture Coordinator,
Snohomish County Economic
Development Division

Conference

Coordinators:

* Bobbi Lindemulder
Snohomish Conservation
District

e Chris Mahelona
USDA Risk Management
Agency

* Andrew Corbin
WSU Extension

* Denise Breyley
Whole Foods Market

e Claire Dyckman
King County

e Curt Moulton
WSU Extension,
Snohomish County

* Holly Osborne
Washington State Nursery
& Landscape Association

* Denise Bartlett
Cedar Grove Composting, Inc.

* Ryan Carpenter
Sunbreak Nursery

» Zsofia Pasztor
Farmer Frog and
Innovative Landscape Tech

e Kathryn Gardow
Gardow Consulting

* Samantha Hill
Snoqualmie Ice Cream

Advanced Hardwood
Biofuels NW

American Farmland
Trust

Andgar Corp.

ARMtech Insurance
Services

Barnett Equipment

Cedar Grove
Composting

Critter fencin’ and more
Dramm Corp

Farmers Equipment
Forterra

Grange Insurance

Grow NW Magazine
King County

Klesick Family Farm
Lowell’s Tools
Marshland Orchards

Northwest Agriculture
Business Center

Northwest Farm Credit
Services

One Pacific Coast Bank
Osborne Seed Company
PCC Natural Markets
Pemco Insurance Co.
Pierce County

Pike Place Market
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Procurement and
Supply Specialists

Qualco Energy

Readers to Eaters
SAGE

Simply Llving Farm LLC

Snohomish
Conservation District

Snohomish County PUD

Snohomish County
Surface Water
Management

Snoqualmie Ice Cream
Spane Buildings
Steubers

Unibest

USDA Farm Service
Agency

USDA'’s National
Agricultural Statistics
Service

WA Potato Commision

WA Sustainable Food
and Farm Network

Watertec Irrigation
Whole Foods Market
WSDA Organic Program
WSU Extension

Youngs Market

Thank You to our Local Taste evening reception vendors for graciously supplying us nourishment as part of

the celebration of our 10th anniversary!
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“PROGRAM ~* Whole Foods Market was pleased to give Jeff Miller
a Local Producer Loan to help build his business in Monroe, Washington.

Jeff's passion for farming emerged from his days as a professional chef preparing and serving the

finest produce possible. In 1987 Jeff established Willie Green’s Organic Farm on a quarter acre

plot. Today he cultivates 55 acres of land and grows over fifty varieties of organic vegetables many

of which are featured in our stores. Whole Foods Market is committed to funding low-interest loans
to provide local producers with access to the tools and resources they need to expand their businesses.
To find out more about our Local Producer Loan program go to www.wholefoodsmarket.com

EST. 2006

FIELD®FORK

4’4’4‘ Snohomish County

Local Farmers Producing Their Best For You




